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Retreat A Getaway, But No Vacation
There were no golf games, no spa
massages, no long nature walks, not
even overnight stays. But the Lumpkin
County Board of
Commissioners’ two-
day retreat in neigh-
boring White County
was a retreat in the
strictest sense of the
word. It was a
getaway from phones,
appointments and routine interruptions
that enabled the five commissioners to
step back and focus on setting goals
and making action plans. The first day
centered solely on discussion of the
county budget—past, present and
future—following presentations by the
finance director and her staff.

The second day’s work was guided
by a trained facilitator from the Univer-
sity of Georgia’s Carl Vinson Institute

needing to be accomplished this year
and over the next two years.

During 2005, priorities include:
• developing a financial strategy

and completing mitigation
studies for the Yahoola Creek
Reservoir

• adopting landscape and
signage ordinances into the
county’s Land Use Plan

• adopting soil erosion and solid
waste management plans

• completing the Yahoola Creek
Park entrance

• getting The Home Depot
development obligations met
and

• making decisions about setting
up Special Tax Districts.

     Looking ahead to 2006 and 2007,
goals are related to development of a
watershed protection plan, completion
of Yahoola Creek Park and the Red
Oak Flats Road industrial park, study
and implementation of planned growth
strategies, infrastructure expansion
and staff development.

of Government. While the commis-
sioners said they recognize the need
for longer range planning, too, this
particular session dealt with goals

Tag! You’re It! Summer Day Camp a Hit
Outdoor free play, team games in the
gym, arts and crafts, movies, swim-
ming, field trips…summer doesn’t get
any better than that. And it’s all avail-
able to rising first through eighth
graders at Summer Day
Camp 2005,
offered through
Lumpkin
County’s Parks
and Recreation
Department.
Summer Day
Camp runs from June 6 through July
29, 8am to 6pm daily, with early drop-
off available. For details call 864-3622.

Time Running Out on Back Taxes
It’s last call for payment on any outstanding 2003 property taxes.

Unpaid 2003 tax bills will be turned over to “collections” in mid-May,
according to the Lumpkin County Tax Commissioner. At that point,
property owners are dangerously close to losing their property to public
auction. Anyone with unpaid 2003 taxes is urged to call Jean Grizzle
immediately at 864-2666 to arrange for payment. While a relative few
property owners are seriously late paying their bills for that year,
taxpayers have paid all but about $219,000 of the nearly $14.4 million
billed for 2003. As for 2004 taxes, unpaid bills are late, and penalties

and interest add up quickly. Property owners are urged to call or stop by the tax
office if they have questions or concerns about getting those tax bills paid.

Assessor’s Office
Makes House Calls
As required by state
law, the Lumpkin
County tax assessor’s
office is doing its
every-third-year
walkaround of the
county to update property records. Staff
will be going door-to-door between now
and the end of the year, confirming that
added features that could effect values,
like sheds, decks, garages and home
additions, are properly documented for
tax purposes. Chief appraiser Don Head
says staff will notify property owners
who are at home that they’re on site.
Don’t hesitate to check staff identifica
tion tags. Questions? Call 864-2433.

Shared Values and
Mission Outlined
Before beginning
the process of
developing goals
and mapping out
action plans at its
recent planning
retreat, the
Lumpkin County
Board of Commis-
sioners agreed
decisions would be
rooted in these
basic beliefs:

Values Statement: Lumpkin County,
Georgia, will be a local government
grounded in the principles of ethics
and dignity.
Mission Statement: Lumpkin County
will be a model local government.
This will be accomplished by a
professional staff that works unself-
ishly to foster excellent public service
and good relations between citizens
and government. Planned
growth will protect the quality of life
and our heritage, while molding and
shaping the future by creating a strong
infrastructure and a balanced tax base.

Lumpkin County
animal control officer
Lloyd Brewer loves
his job, but says
there’s never enough
of him to go around.
The certified police
officer is part of a three-pronged ap-
proach to managing stray and nuisance
animals in the county. Animal control
picks up animals “at large” when neces-
sary, a new Lumpkin County animal
shelter provides temporary shelter, and
PAWS, a volunteer pet adoption organi-
zation, works to find homes for those
that are adoptable. Animal control
handles situations in which an animal
has bitten someone, poses an immediate
danger, is being abused or neglected, or
creates an ongoing nuisance. The shelter,
on Red Oak Flats Road about a mile
north of Highway 60, and PAWS help
with stray animals that citizens can’t
take in themselves. In emergency animal
situations, call 911. All other animal
calls are fielded at 867-7297. You may
need to leave a message. And be patient.
They’re swamped!

Animal Tales
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Just Call or Click!
If you have questions or
concerns about your  county
government, answers or
assistance are as close as your
phone or computer. For contact
information for county
departments or commissioners,
see Dept. and Contact Info at
www.lumpkincounty.gov or call
864-3742.

 County Commission
Steve Gooch, Chairman
Dr. John Raber, District 1

Deborah Hutcheson, District. 2
Clarence Stowers, District 3
Marvin Martin, District 4

Stan Kelley
County Manager

License to Earn
So…you’re
ready to hang
your shingle
out.Business
cards? Check.
Advertising plan? Check.
Business license? Oops!
Maybe you forgot about that.
Or maybe you didn’t know.
Lumpkin County adopted an
occupational tax ordinance
in 2002, requiring anyone
operating a business in
unincorporated Lumpkin
County to have a business
license.
     There are exceptions, and
businesses licensed in the
city limits don’t need addi-
tional general business
licenses from the county.
Call the Planning Depart-
ment at 864-6894 for details,
as businesses operating
without the annual licenses
are subject to penalties. Fees
are based on number of
employees. Besides generat-
ing revenue, the licensing
system creates a data base
that provides a “snapshot” of
the local business and labor
climate. It’s also required to
qualify for some state and

What’s in a (Business) Name?
Business owners: Did

you know if your
company name

doesn’t include
your personal
name to

indicate you are the owner,
Georgia law requires you to
register the business
name…and advertise your
relationship to the company
in the newspaper? Trade
name registration is a state
law, but it’s handled at the
county level. Call the Clerk
of Superior Court office at
864-3736 for details. By the
way, if you’re planning to
start a new business, the
registrations remain on file in
the clerk’s office, making it
easy to learn whether some-
one else has already regis-
tered the business name
you’re considering.

Coolin’ It at the County Pool
Lumpkin County’s public swimming
pool on Morrison Moore Parkway at
Riley Road will open with a splash
Memorial Day weekend, refreshing
kids and adults from noon to 6pm

daily all summer. In addition to “open swim” hours,
swimming lessons are offered in the mornings, and the pool
is available evenings for private bookings.Among the pool
rules: Adult supervision of kids at all times. Call 864-3622
for details.

federal grant programs.

about participating or volunteering.

Clean Industry:  Luxury Spa
Shower Maker To Bring Jobs
The Lumpkin County
Development Authority has
located Aqualair, LLC, from
its former Alpharetta base
to the 64,000 square-foot
facility known as the
Siemens building in
Lumpkin 400 Industrial Park.

Aqualair, a major player in
the competitive kitchen and
bath industry, manufactures
pre-plumbed, fully custom-
ized, residential and com-
mercial spa shower units.
Poised for success, Aqualair
now employs 15 and expects
to hire as many as 100 as it
expands. Why Lumpkin?
The right facility at the right
location, a good local work
ethic and quality of life in
the community.

Senior Moments a Good Thing in Lumpkin County!
Shopping, arts and crafts, movies, games, travel, good
food—even a senior prom. Sounds like a teenager’s dream
social life. But it’s all on the agenda at the Lumpkin County
Senior Center. Transportation to and from the center is even
provided as needed. Seniors 55 and up can drop in as they
please or come every weekday, hang out at the center or
head out in the van with buddies for errands or “field trips.”
Hot, nutritious lunches are served at the center and deliv-
ered to homes as necessary through the Meals on Wheels
program. A small but dedicated staff, along with client
donations and volunteer support, makes it all possible.
Many seniors are shy about their first visits, says director
Rhonda Bailey, but most who come once become regulars.
Details are fully outlined at www.lcseniorcenter.tripod.com,
but Rhonda says she’s just as pleased to share information
the old fashioned way—by telephone! Call 864-2358 to
learn

Meetings Open to Public
For a detailed listing of county
government meetings, visit
www.lumpkincounty.gov or call
864-3742. Here are a few:
Board of CommissionersBoard of CommissionersBoard of CommissionersBoard of CommissionersBoard of Commissioners
WWWWWorkshopsorkshopsorkshopsorkshopsorkshops—first Thursdays
monthly; 9am, Dahlonega City Hall
Planning Commission MeetingsPlanning Commission MeetingsPlanning Commission MeetingsPlanning Commission MeetingsPlanning Commission Meetings--
second Mondays monthly; 6pm,
Parks & Rec Community Center
Board of CommissionersBoard of CommissionersBoard of CommissionersBoard of CommissionersBoard of Commissioners
MeetingsMeetingsMeetingsMeetingsMeetings--third Thursdays
monthly; 9am even months; 6pm
odd months, Dahlonega City Hall

The Dirt on
Preventing
Soil Erosion
Builders and
developers in
Lumpkin
County have

a new resource to help them
keep their job sites on the
right side of the law when it
comes to soil erosion.
Certified soil erosion
inspector Dennis Rowland
hit the ground running last
month, excited about helping
protect the county’s environ-
mental assets during this
critical growth period. While
he approaches the position
with a focus on education and
prevention of problems,
Rowland is also charged with
enforcing soil erosion ordi-
nances when necessary. He is
also handling permit inspec-
tion and code enforcement on
subdivision roads being built
or improved.


